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results. I am determined to open Japan’s auto
market. That’s why I’ve asked my administra-
tion to draw up a list of potential sanctions
to impose against Japanese imports. We are
prepared to act, and we will act soon if we
must.

We don’t want a trade conflict with Japan,
but we won’t hesitate to fight for a fair shake
for American products. And I want to em-
phasize two things: We seek no special pref-
erence for American cars and auto products
over those of others. We want all, all coun-
tries to have equal access to Japanese mar-
kets. We’ll always take our chances with fair
competition.

I also want to emphasize that Japan is a
valued friend and partner. We cooperate on
many important issues, including efforts to
open trade in other areas and to advance our
common security interests. Japan should join
us again. Together we must make sure that
the future is not only safer and more secure
but also prosperous, more prosperous for the
American people and for people throughout
the world.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:50 p.m. on
May 12 in the Map Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 13.

Statement Honoring Police Officers
at the National Law Enforcement
Officers’ Memorial
May 13, 1995

You are gathered here tonight to honor the
memory of 298 of your fellow law enforce-
ment officers who laid down their lives to
make our society more lawful and our lives
more secure. In the finest tradition of Ameri-
ca’s law enforcement, every day these officers
took to the streets and put the safety and
well-being of other Americans above their
own. By giving their lives to uphold the rule
of law, these officers made the ultimate sac-
rifice to preserve our freedom. They are
American heroes, and I thank them and their
families on behalf of a grateful nation.

Tonight then, as you add the names of
these brave men and women to the many
thousands of fallen officers whose names al-
ready adorn the walls of this great memorial,

let us honor the memory of all of these offi-
cers by rededicating ourselves to restoring
the line between right and wrong and purg-
ing our society of the dark forces that threat-
en our common peace, our freedom and our
way of life.

NOTE: Attorney General Janet Reno read the
statement to participants assembled at the memo-
rial for the seventh annual candlelight vigil.

Remarks at the Peace Officers
Memorial Service
May 15, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you, Dewey
Stokes, for your kind introduction, for your
stirring call to continued vigilance in the
cause of law enforcement, and for your 8
years of fine leadership of the FOP. I have
enjoyed working with you, and I know that
I speak for all law enforcement and, indeed,
all Americans who know anything about what
has been done in this town in the last 8 years
to fight for more sensible and more peaceful
laws for our people, when I thank you for
8 years of service and congratulate you on
what you have done. Thank you, Karen
Lippe, for what you said. Attorney General
Reno; Secretary Rubin; Senator Biden; Con-
gressman Lightfoot—I see Senator Thur-
mond and Congressman Ramstad out in the
audience—there may be others; members of
the law enforcement community in the Unit-
ed States and their family members; and
most especially to the fine families whom we
honor here today for the awful losses they
have sustained.

I am proud to be with you here today to
honor the 157 men and women who died
for their country, for law, for order, for peace
and freedom last year. They will long be re-
membered for their service to our commu-
nities, to their families, and to the Nation.
They were in every sense American heroes.

Just before I came out here I had the privi-
lege of meeting with the family of Hank
Daly, who was gunned down in Washington
last November by a man who brought an as-
sault weapon to the station house. To the
Daly family and to all the families who are
here, I say a profound thank you.
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Today we pay tribute not only to those who
died but to the families and friends who lost
them and to the fellow officers who carry
on the work that they did. We are here as
well to carry on that work, to ensure that
we live in a nation that is safe, just, and free.

Freedom has endured in this country for
more than 200 years now because we have
always recognized that we cannot have lib-
erty without responsibility. If we are going
to preserve the enormous freedom we have
in America, the freedom to speak, the free-
dom to assemble, the freedom to bear arms,
then all Americans must join in and join you
and recognize that we cannot preserve the
freedoms without responsibility.

If we aren’t safe in our homes at night,
if our children aren’t safe as they go to and
from school, if our parents and grandparents
are afraid to leave their apartments, if our
shopkeepers are afraid to go to work and stay
there, if our police officers have to live in
mortal fear every single day, then to that ex-
tent, my fellow Americans, we are not free.
And it is not enough for citizens to say,
‘‘Fighting crime is the Government’s job, and
as long as I’m not violating the law, I have
utterly no responsibility to help. I’ll oppose
any reasonable law enforcement measure I
don’t like. I will go about my business. I have
no responsibility.’’ Neither is it enough for
people in Government to say, ‘‘We’ve gone
so far; we can’t go any further. Until our peo-
ple, our culture, our values change, we’ll just
be too lawless and too violent.’’

My friends, violence in America cannot
pose a choice between individual responsibil-
ity and social responsibility. The level of vio-
lence and crime, the death we mourn and
honor today demands more of both.

Government’s first responsibility is law and
order, to prevent crime, to punish criminals,
to give you in law enforcement the tools you
need to do both. That is why I was proud
to stand shoulder to shoulder with you last
year to pass the crime bill and the Brady bill
before it. The FOP and every major organi-
zation of law enforcement in our country
supported and fought for those measures.

The crime bill, as Dewey said, will put
100,000 more police officers on our streets,
prevent crime, and toughen sentences. And
it will make clear, as Dewey called for, that

anyone who murders a law enforcement offi-
cer from now on will face the death penalty.

Police officers like you engaged in commu-
nity policing are the single best way to fight
crime and to prevent it. I will not stand for
any attempt to undermine our common ef-
forts to put 100,000 more police officers on
the street. I will not allow you to be out-
numbered or to be outgunned. The Brady
bill was the right thing to do. And it is saving
lives in America today. The people who are
against you and would not support you were
wrong. We have evidence you were right, and
we must stand with you.

And you asked us to ban deadly assault
weapons for a reason. You were tired of see-
ing criminals like drug dealers use weapons
of war to gun down police officers on our
streets. We did that in a bill which also pro-
tected hundreds of sporting and hunting
weapons. And because of the ban on assault
weapons, every year from now on there will
be fewer names on the memorial not far from
here.

We have also done a great deal to increase
the partnership between national law en-
forcement and those at the State and local
level. For that I thank the Attorney General
and the Secretary of the Treasury. I thank
the Directors of the Secret Service and Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms who are here and
the FBI Director and all who have worked
so hard so that we could do our part to help
you to keep America safer.

But the guts of what we did was in the
crime bill, the Brady bill, and the assault
weapons ban. So when the NRA holds its
annual meeting later this week, I want them
to know they can pressure Congress all they
want to try to repeal the assault weapons ban,
but as long as I am President that ban will
be the law of our land.

I also agree with the fine letter that Presi-
dent Bush wrote just a few days ago. Law
enforcement officers in this country deserve
our respect and support. No one has the right
to run them down or to suggest that some-
how it is all right for them to be put in harm’s
way. That is not the American way, and any-
body who does it ought to be ashamed of
themselves.

You never walk away from your respon-
sibility. And your country is not about to walk

VerDate 14-JAN-98 08:36 Jan 20, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P20MY4.015 p20my4



835Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / May, 15

away from you. If you’re going to do your
job on the streets, we all have to do a better
job, not just here in Government but as citi-
zens and parents. We have to do a better
job knowing that we are raising children who
understand that actions have consequences,
who know the difference between right and
wrong, who understand that they need to be
part of a country and a community that looks
out for them and gives them people to look
up to, like all of you and all the men and
women we honor today.

The tragic bombing in Oklahoma City last
month first unmasked the evil that humans
are capable of. But the incredible response
of the brave people of Oklahoma City and
those who came from all over America to
lend a hand also shows us that in this country
of ours, in the end, good can prevail.

Eight Federal law enforcement officials
died in the line of duty in the Oklahoma City
bombing. One of them, Al Whicher, a Secret
Service agent who served on my security de-
tail and President Bush’s, had just recently
moved to Oklahoma City, where we all
thought he and his family would have a more
regular and more relaxed life.

I will never forget the look I saw this morn-
ing in Mrs. Daly’s face when she said, ‘‘I
knew my husband was going to be in law
enforcement, and I was proud of that. But
I never expected this to happen to us.’’ As
I look across this sea of people wearing their
corsages today, I’m sure that you never ex-
pected it to happen to you.

Let me say, first of all to you, that I know
this is a painful day for you. And I applaud
your personal courage in enduring the pain
to be here. But you have set an example for
your country by being willing to be here. You
have let America see you. And as long as
America sees you, we will not be able to for-
get what our duty is to those whom you loved
and all others who do that work. Thank you
for your courage for being here.

Here in Washington our duty is to bring
the terrorists who committed the horrible act
in Oklahoma City to justice. And we will do
that. And we must do everything in our
power to make sure such a tragedy never
happens again. Because open societies all
over the world are now more vulnerable to
the organized forces of destruction and evil,

whether they rise up from within our country
or come here from without, we must do what
we can to ensure that law enforcement has
the tools to deal with this profound threat
to our security and our way of life. I have
sent Congress legislation that will do exactly
that.

Last month, in the wake of the Oklahoma
City tragedy, congressional leaders promised
that I would have the antiterrorism legisla-
tion on my desk by Memorial Day. Since
then we have seen disturbing signs of the
old politics of diversion and delay. This plays
into the hands of those who would blame
the law enforcement officers who keep the
law, rather than the criminals who break it.
We make a grave mistake in this country,
my fellow Americans, when we confuse re-
sponsibility in that way. And we must not
tolerate it.

Come Friday, a month will have passed
since the Oklahoma City bombing. Congress
must act and act quickly. It would be a good
way to honor the victims of Oklahoma City
and the police officers we honor today if the
Congress would say, ‘‘This is not a political
issue; this is an American issue. We’re going
into the next century with the tools to fight
the kind of outrage we endured in Oklahoma
City. And we are going to do it without
delay.’’

My fellow Americans, we can win the fight
against terrorism, and we can lower the crime
rate in America. We can reduce the number
of law enforcement officers we have to honor
here every year. And we can reduce the num-
ber of innocent citizens who are killed, the
number of innocent children who are de-
prived of the chance even to grow up. We
can do this if we will stand shoulder to shoul-
der, citizens and law enforcement, and do
what we know works to lower the crime rate,
catch criminals, and punish them appro-
priately. If every law-abiding citizen will raise
a voice against crime and violence, that is
the beginning of wisdom and progress.

So I ask you all today, never forget that
the overwhelming majority of people in this
country honor you, value you, care for your
welfare and the welfare of your families. But
never forget, until our job is done we must
live with the burning reminder of the heart-
break of the families here today, and we must
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do our duty. No turning back. And we must
not let any group in this country say that they
don’t have responsibility for improved law
enforcement and a lower crime rate, that
they don’t have a responsibility to help, that
they can ignore what you know works to save
lives and build a better future.

You can be very proud of the progress
which has been made in the last couple of
years, not just here in Washington with the
crime bill, the assault weapons ban, and the
Brady law but on your streets, on your streets
where in place after place the crime rate is
declining. But we are a long way from home.

The happiest day in the lives of people in
law enforcement will be the day when we
can come here and have not one single soli-
tary heartbroken family to honor.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:49 p.m. at the
West Front of the Capitol. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Dewey Stokes, national president, Fra-
ternal Order of Police, and Karen Lippe, presi-
dent, Fraternal Order of Police Grand Lodge Aux-
iliary.

Proclamation 6800—Peace Officers
Memorial Day and Police Week,
1995
May 15, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, we pause to remember and to

honor the brave men and women whose
heartfelt commitment to the law and to their
fellow citizens cost them their lives. During
1994, we lost 56 law enforcement officers to
on-duty accidents. Seventy-six officers—72
State and local police and four Federal
agents—were murdered. Thirty-three of
these officers were wearing body armor when
they were killed. All but one were killed with
a firearm. Three were gunned down inside
police headquarters in our Nation’s capital.

America’s law enforcement officers face
extraordinary risks—breaking up a drug ring,
apprehending a fugitive, responding to an in-
cident of domestic violence, even making a
traffic stop. Since the first recorded police

death in this country in 1794, more than
13,500 law enforcement officers have been
killed in the line of duty. On average, more
than 62,000 officers are assaulted and some
20,000 are injured each year.

Tragically, the dangers of law enforcement
service are increasing. From 1960 to 1993,
the number of violent crimes in America in-
creased 567 percent. In the past 10 years,
it increased 51 percent. During 1993, more
than 1.9 million violent crimes—murders,
rapes, robberies, and assaults—were re-
ported to police. And our police responded.

Despite the rising tide of crime, good and
brave men and women continue to join the
ranks of law enforcement. Today, more than
600,000 sworn officers work every day to pre-
serve the peace and improve the safety of
cities and towns across America. These he-
roic individuals and their fallen colleagues
come from many different backgrounds. But
they are linked by a common faith—that
freedom is worth defending and that justice
shall prevail. For those who died to uphold
these ideals and for those who still stand to
protect them, we salute America’s law en-
forcement officials.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved October 1, 1962 (76 Stat. 676), has
authorized and requested the President to
designate May 15 of each year as ‘‘Peace Of-
ficers Memorial Day,’’ and the week in which
it falls as ‘‘Police Week,’’ and by Public Law
103–322 (36 U.S.C. 175) has requested that
the flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 15, 1995, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day, and May 14–20,
1995, as Police Week. I call upon the people
of the United States to observe this occasion
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities. I also request the Governors of the
United States and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of
all units of government, to direct that the
flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers
Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and
naval vessels throughout the United States
and in all areas under its jurisdiction and con-
trol, and I invite the people of the United
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